
 
 
Dear Parents and CHS Supporters: 
 
2014-15: Papermakers Keep Rolling Along 

This is the seventh year I have invoked the final refrain of our fight song – “Papermakers go rolling along!” – 

to serve as the theme for the March edition of the CHS Parent Newsletter. Every spring, I present a roll call 

of numbers that illustrate just a sliver of the impressive achievements and awards amassed by CHS students 

from September 2 through spring break. While there has been a lot of change over the past seven years – 

students, staff, building size, classification, instructional technology, etc. - it is remarkable that our success 

has remained constant.  Under the guidance of our parents, teachers, coaches, and advisors, our 

Papermakers have continued to equal the accomplishments of the previous years and, in a few instances, 

even leapfrogged them. 

This “by the numbers” list comes with its usual disclaimers: 

1. Although it is lo-o-ong, it is still incomplete.  As a school of over 2,000 students, there is no way I 

could hope to capture all of our students’ accomplishments and personal bests. 

2. 2nd Semester and the 2015 spring sports season are far from over. So, undoubtedly, there are more 

great stories to be told.  

3. This may look like a brag sheet. I understand that.  But is it bragging if it is true?  Although 

numbers sometimes lie, these figures convey a lot of talent and hard work. 

I hope you have set aside a couple of minutes…here we go: 

#1 
Mock Trial - 1st in District 
Number of consecutive district titles for the CHS legal eagles: 7 
Girls Cross Country – 1st in League, 1st in District, “and” 1st in State 
Volleyball – 1st in League and 1st in District 
Football – 1st in League  
Boys Golf – 1st in League 
Gymnastics – 1st in League and 1st in District 
Girls Soccer – 1st League and 1st in District 
Girls Slow Pitch Softball – 1st in League  
Boys Swimming – 1st in League, 1st in District  
Girls Basketball – 1st in League 
Basketball – 1st time both boys and girls programs qualified for state tournament 

 

2 
Boys Swimming – 2nd in State 

Number of Fall and Winter CHS coaches named “Coach of the Year” –  
Laurie Porter (Girls Cross Country) & Jon Eagle (Football) 



 

3 
Individual Boys Swimming State Titles: 

Kasey Calwell - 200 m Individual Medley and 100 m Breaststroke 
Lucas Ulmer - 100 m Butterfly 

 

Difference (in seconds) separating Lucas from the runner up: .14  
      

3.50 
Average GPA for 2014-15 Fall and Winter Varsity Athletic Teams 

 

3.707 
Varsity GPA for Boys Basketball – 2014-15 WIAA State Academic Champions  

 

4 
National Merit Finalists  

Rachel Greene, Yu Ju Fang, Yung Teng, and Max Urbanek 
 

5 
Number of Freshmen on the Girls Cross Country State Championship Team (out of 7 total) 

Girls Volleyball - 5th in State 
 

6 
Knowledge Bowl – 6th in State 

 

 7 
Greater St. Helens League 4A Players of the Year: 

Liam Fitzgerald and James Price* (Football - Co-Offense)  
Gabe Lopes (Football - Defense) 

Said Guermali* (Boys Cross Country) 
Lauren Rood (Girls Soccer – Defense) 

Brian Humphries (Boys Golf) 
Kasey Calwell* (Boys Swimming) 

 

*designates The Columbian’s All-Region Players of the Year 

 

9 
World-premiere songs performed by the CHS Choir this year. These original pieces, funded by a 
CEF grant, were performed at venues in Camas, Vancouver, & Portland (details at the end of the 

newsletter) 

Number of composers who wrote music especially for CHS: 4 
 

12 



Months of the year that the band has at least one public performance: 
 

14 
National Board Certified Teachers teaching at CHS 

15 
Number of CHS students awarded the Presidential Physical Fitness Award 1st Semester 2014 

(To qualify for this award, students must score at or above the 85th percentile nationally on all five 
fitness tests: Sit ups, Shuttle Run, Sit-and-Reach, 1 mile run, and Pull ups.) 

 

Note: To give you an idea of one standard – the qualifying mark for sit ups for a male student is 57 sit ups in 
one minute! 

 

18 
Number of wins by the CHS Boys Basketball team this year – a CHS record  

 

18-21 
As in May 18-21, the dates our Juniors will be taking the new Smarter Balanced Assessments in 

math and English/language arts.   (I had to slip these in here to make sure they get on your family 
calendar.) 

 

Dates for the new 10th Grade English/language arts exit exam: May 27-28. Yes. This is still a graduation 
requirement. 

 

21 
Number of AP National Scholars in Spring 2014 

To earn National AP Scholar status, students must average a score of at least “4” on all Advanced 
Placement Exams taken and score 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams. 

 

Number of AP National Scholars in 2012: 3 
 

Number of AP National Scholars in 2011: 1 
 

Number of AP Scholars, who earned scores of 3 or higher on 3 or more AP Exams: 81 
 

28 
Consecutive league wins by the CHS Football Team 

 

29 
Number of student clubs on our campus 

 

66 
Students who qualified for State DECA Competition 

 

Total number of students from the five other GSHL 4A schools who qualified for State DECA: 57 



Number of DECA students who qualified for the 2015 International Conference in Orlando –  

a CHS record: 26 
 

166 
Pints of blood donated at our fall and winter blood drives 

 

532 
Thanks to our tech levy, the number of Google Chrome Books ^, housed in 18 mobile computer 

carts, that are currently on our campus.  
^ These are inexpensive, but capable, laptops that 1. Free up our computer labs and 2. Enable our students to perform 

online research and word processing in class as well as take the online Smarter Balanced Assessments. 
 

Number of Chrome Books on our campus in 2012-13: 32 

Number of Chrome Books on our campus in 2014-15: 186 

 

867 
Number of CHS students who qualified for the 1st Semester Honor Roll with a 3.5 GPA or better 

 

Of these 819, 169 students maintained a perfect 4.0 GPA 1st Semester! 

 

1,070 
Number of transactions at our on-campus iQ Credit Union branch from Sept. 2014 – Feb. 2015 

 

Number of new savings and checking accounts, respectively, opened from Sept. 2012 – Feb. 2015: 100/9.  
(Let Suzie Downs know if you want your student to have account #101 or #10.) 

 

1,073 
Number of Advanced Placement Tests projected to be taken this Spring 

 

Number of Advanced Placement Tests taken in 2003: 99 
 

2,100+ 
Projected CHS enrollment for 2015-16   

\ 

Number of portables arriving on our campus this summer: 2 

Enrollment during 2008-09 (my first year at CHS): 1,520 

 

1,653 
Total tickets sold to our fall play A Christmas Carol and spring musical Cabaret   

 

10,000 
Number of miles a senior will have traveled with the Camas High School Band if they attend all 

parades, Husky Band Days, and both band tours during four years: 
 

Number of those miles traveled by school bus:  2,000 

mailto:suzie.downs@camas.wednet.edu


Number of band students traveling to perform in Walt Disney World over Spring Break:  131 
 

And this brings us back to  

#1 

Your student. 
We are committed to preparing each student for the unlimited possibilities of the future.  We 

encourage you to encourage your student(s) to make the most of their CHS Experience by: 
challenging themselves academically, seeking assistance during our after-school conference 

period, getting involved in at least one school activity or sport, and taking the time to prepare for 
their 13th Year by checking in with our counselors. 

 
OK. That does it for this exercise in number theory.  When you do the math, the bottom line is that 
the Papermakers have had a very busy and very successful school year.  These numbers represent 
all of the people – our students, teachers, coaches, and parents…as well as little brothers and 
sisters and other family members - who are in some way impacted by, or involved in, the high 
school scene.  So, thank you.  You have earned a break.  See you all on Monday, April 13. 
 
Go Papermakers! 
 
Steve Marshall 
Principal 
CHS 

 
 

** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Joined Voices : Avant-Garde Composers, Indie Rockers, and a High School Choir 
 
Saturday, April 18 at 7 PM  
First Congregational Church 
1126 SW Park Ave, Portland, OR 97205 
 
CONTACT:  
Ethan Chessin 
ethan.chessin@camas.wednet.edu  
360-833-5750 x78519 
 
Portland, OR – When the popular local musicians Alan Singley and Sama Dams share the stage for the first 
time, they will be joined by an unusual group of backup singers: the 150-voice choir from Camas High 
School.  “Joined Voices”, the product of this innovative collaboration, will feature nine world premiere 
compositions by musicians from all over the world.  The one and only performance will be held at the 
historic First Congregational Church in downtown Portland on Saturday, April 18 at 7 PM.   
 
Reservations can be made at www.joinedvoices.brownpapertickets.com 
 

mailto:ethan.chessin@camas.wednet.edu
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Over a year in the making, Joined Voices is the brainchild of local singer/songwriter Alan Singley and Camas 
High School choir teacher Ethan Chessin, who realized that Portland boasts both a nationally renowned 
indie rock scene and excellent high school choirs, but that the two communities rarely interact.  After being 
awarded a grant from the Camas Educational Foundation to connect composers with students at the 
suburban school, Singley and Chessin began recruiting musicians for a culminating performance. 
 
The result, Joined Voices, will be unlike any high school choir concert – or indie rock show.  Singley, an 
accomplished songwriter, visited Camas High School several times to give lessons on songwriting and test 
out his ideas while writing four pieces: two settings of Gary Snyder poems, one choral arrangement of a 
song by the local band Point Juncture, WA, and one wholly original work.  The partnership was an 
education for the students and Singley alike.  Camas student Hayley Glover appreciated seeing the 
composition process from beginning to end: “Watching his vision for the piece develop really helped me to 
envision what he wanted.”   
 
Camas High School choir director Ethan Chessin, a former trombonist with Portland’s beloved MarchFourth 
Marching Band with a music degree from Yale, was perfectly situated to negotiate between choir and indie 
rock.  He has performed with several local bands and choirs, but his first experience on the podium in 
Portland was as director of the Dahoo Chorus, an experimental rock opera choir that covered Queen, Pink 
Floyd, and Led Zeppelin.  Chessin is enthusiastic about this partnership: “Portland audiences are used to an 
incredible variety of interesting live music.  It’s about time our high school ensembles were recognized as 
an extraordinary part of this musical ecosystem.” 
 
Lisa Adams, who sings with the popular local band Sama Dams, took the collaboration in a different 
direction, arranging two pieces by her band for the choir.  Sama Dams has been touring extensively 
following the November release of their latest album, Comfort in Doubt, but have carved out time for 
rehearsals with the choir and are looking forward to performing their songs in the beautiful acoustics of 
Portland’s First Congregational Church.  “Collaborating with students and sharing with them in the creative 
process is a joy for us,” says Adams.  “We're excited to see what inspiration these students will bring to the 
music we make.”  
 
Choir students at Camas High School have been active participants from the beginning of this project, 
creating their own compositions with assistance from guest artists.  Prague-based composer Wendy 
Spitzer, who writes and performs under the name Felix Obelix, held several Skype sessions with students, 
interviewing them on their interests and desires before writing two pieces: a history of a church in the 
Czech Republic decorated in human bones, and a reflection on violent thinking among teenage 
girls.  Spitzer has been “impressed by the musicianship, enthusiasm, and maturity of the students, and their 
willingness to tackle the challenges that come with learning brand-new, contemporary music. Their 
openness with the process and feedback were invaluable to me as a composer, and I think the premieres 
are going to really push the boundaries as far as what high school choirs are capable of accomplishing."  The 
student musicians have been equally impressed: “I was blown away when I saw what she composed,” said 
Camas student Andrew Henson. 
 
The final collaborator, Aldo Rohlfs, who writes and produces music and films in Mexico, has a daughter at 
Camas High School.  He was inspired to write a piece for the group after visiting a rehearsal.  The product, 
“Universal Language”, is an homage to the power of music to connect people across continents, language 
barriers, and communities.  It may also be a fitting sentiment for a project that has already brought 
together musicians from Portland and its suburbs, from rock stars to freshmen.  Kai Ejan, a Camas choir 
member, agrees: “It’ll be unlike any experience that anyone else will get to have as a high school choir.” 



 
Joined Voices will take place on Saturday, April 18 at 7 PM in the historic First Congregational Church, 1126 
SW Park Ave, Portland, OR 97205.  A free will offering will be taken.  For reservations, go to 
www.joinedvoices.brownpapertickets.com 
 
Artist Websites: 
Alan Singley       www.alansingley.bandcamp.com 
Sama Dams       www.sama-dams.com 
Felix Obelix        www.felixobelix.com 
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