
Email Regarding School Safety 

Sent June 11, 2014 

Dear CHS Parents:  

Good morning.  I feel it is important to follow up on the email that Mr. Nerland sent out 
yesterday on the topic of school shootings and your student’s safety.   

Like you, I am a parent of children in Camas schools.  As a parent, I experienced many different 
emotions in response to the shooting at Reynolds High School including sadness, worry, and 
frustration. But I am also a school administrator and as an administrator, my response was 
much more action-oriented. My #1 commitment is to the safety of the students and staff at 
Camas High School.  So, although the chances of another school shooting are very, very slight, I 
wanted you to know that today, as well as for the remaining days of the school year, CHS 
administrators, security, staff, and students are going to be extra vigilant so we can take the 
.00008% likelihood of a school shooting occurring on our campus down to zero. 

This morning, CHS administrators met to discuss our safety procedures and communication 
plan. I then met with our security personnel and school resource officer to ensure that 
everyone is more visible and vigilant over the final week of school. Also, I just made an 
announcement to our students and staff asking them for their assistance in making sure 
everyone is extra caring and extra careful throughout today and every day. Students were 
encouraged to share any safety concern – no matter how small – with a counselor, teacher, or 
administrator. 

If this email has renewed your concerns about your student’s safety, I apologize. That was not 
my intent.  My intent was to let you know that the CHS staff cares about your student and we 
are taking proactive steps to ensure his/her safety and well-being. 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Steve Marshall 
Principal - Camas High School 
 
 
 
Follow-up Email Sent June 12, 2014 
 
A parent asked: “How many emergency drills does CHS run a year?” 
 
To answer your question, we run 3 lockdown drills per year (2 of which involve a “campus 
intruder” situation), one earthquake drill, and five evacuation drills.  We take these drills very 
seriously, which in turn helps to ensure that the students take them seriously. 
 



The statistic I cited in my email yesterday was pulled from a CDC report and include all K-12 
schools…so the scope is enormous.  For example, I believe there are 26,400 public high schools 
and around 11,000 private high schools in our country.  So, while one school shooting is one too 
many, when you compare the number of fatal shootings to the number of US schools the 
likelihood of school shooting occurring is very low.  (However, I know that there is no predicting 
human behavior; humans do not adhere to statistics. For that reason, we pretend as if it could 
happen at any time, on any day at CHS). 
 
I hope this answers your questions.  If you have any additional questions, please contact me or 
Brian Wilde, our Dean of Students/Safety Officer (brian.wilde@camas.wednet.edu). 
 

Sincerely, 

Steve Marshall 
Principal - Camas High School 
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