
COLLEGE PLANNING 101 

Sherry Keene, CHS Counselor 



What years count? 
They ALL count! 

Grades earned in High School level classes taken 

during Middle School can go on your permanent 

high school transcript and be part of your 

cumulative GPA if you requested it ( Algebra I). 

College Admissions use GPA from 9th  thru 11th 

grades to determine eligibility. 

 Seniors have had admissions revoked for letting 

their grades drop or not taking at least 3 core 

academic classes that full year. 

 

 



4 Year College Prep 

 4 years of English (with 3 in Composition & Literature) 

 3 years of Math, 4 preferred (at least through Algebra II) 

 3 years of Science, to include Chemistry or Physics 

 3 years of Social Studies 

 2 or more consecutive years of the same foreign language  

 1 year of Fine, Visual or Performing Arts  

 Senior year must include English, Social Studies and a 

Math or Math-based Science (ie Chemistry or Physics) 

 SAT and/or ACT scores  



2 Year College Prep 
High School graduation requirements met 

 SAT/ACT are not required for an AA degree 

 Foreign Language is not required for two year 

degree (can take a language there to qualify for a  

    4 year degree program) 

Math through Algebra II needed to start at 100 

level courses AND passing Smarter Balance test 

Talk to both community college and university for 

transfer requirements 

 

 



Do not spend your retirement fund 

to put your kid through college… 
 



College Cost Comparison 

Community College: Tuition/ housing + books  

  All about $4000 per year/ $7000 to $9000 + $1000 

4 year University:       Tuition/ housing + books 

 CWU   $6,897 per year/ $9780 + $1002  

 EWU   $7,372 per year/ $10,236 + $1095 

 U of W $11,839 per year/ $10,833 + $1206 

 WSU  $10,916 per year/ $10,874 + $1000 

 U of O $32,022 per year/ $11,430 + $1000 



 

  

 

 

Community College: can be a financially wise option 

 Tuition 1/2 or more of 4 year schools 

 7 have student housing 

 Entry level job certifications 

 Allows a “break” to work in the field 



What are colleges looking for and what 

should a student be doing to prepare? 
 

 Academic Record = GPA, Rigor, Consistency 

        Your GPA is your “first impression” on a College 

 Extra Curricular Involvement 

 Honors/Awards 

 Leadership/Community Service 

 Demonstrated passion in particular area 

 Connection to the outside world 

 Testing- PSAT/ SAT/ ACT 

 

 



AP vs Running Start vs College in HS 

 Students who are looking at highly competitive 
schools are encouraged to take AP courses 

Running Start is best if goal is to get AA degree 

College in HS partners with 4 year universities 

All require a mature, self motivated, self 
disciplined, but not overloaded student who can 
and will put in 1-2 hours minimum a night on each  
class! 



College Essay 

Essay Writing Help 

Throughout the year 

In the Career Center 



Student Athletes 

NCAA for Division I schools 

NAIA for Division II schools 

 Student athletes must meet NCAA/NAIA 

Eligibility requirements to be eligible to participate 

in college athletics his or her first year of college. 

All students who plan to participate in college 

sports MUST REGISTER with the clearinghouse 



The college dream 

            …can be a real financial nightmare! 



What can parents do to help? 
 Expose them to Jobs / Careers ( salaries, availability, 

lifestyle, training required) 

 Encourage your child to take every high school class 

seriously 

 Help your child to keep a file of all honors, awards, 

community service hours, volunteer work, etc. 

 Have a “Plan A, Plan B and Plan C”, don’t focus on only 

one college 

 Talk openly and honestly about finances with your child, 

what is affordable, how many years will you help? 

 

 



Scholarships 

are listed by “month due” on the 

Career and Counseling Center website  

 
 



 



 



 



Financial Planning help…  

Financial Planning Night, March 30, 6:00 pm 

Rule of Thumb:   Loan total should be less than 

student’s first year salary after graduating! 

 



 

 

 

9th to 11th grade Counselors: 833-5750 

 Josh Gibson at ext. 78370    Hs to Ia 

 Sherry Keene at ext. 78416    A to E            

 Jim McConnell at ext. 78429  Rj to Z 

 Jodi Miller at ext. 75723  Mj to Ri 

Elizabeth Rollman at ext. 78461   F to Hr 

12th grade Counselors: 

Donna Cooper at ext. 78359   A to M 

Leontina Liebe at ext. 78215 N to Z       

Career Specialist: Amira Walcott at ext. 74941  

 


