
COLLEGE PLANNING 101 

Sherry Keene, CHS Counselor 



What years count? 
They ALL count! 

Grades earned in High School level classes taken 

during Middle School can go on your permanent 

high school transcript and be part of your 

cumulative GPA if you requested it  (Algebra I). 

College Admissions use GPA up through 11th 

grade to determine eligibility. 

 Seniors have had admissions revoked for letting 

their grades drop or not taking at least 3 core 

academic classes that full year. 

 

 



4 Year College Prep - Minimums 
 4 years of English (with 3 in Composition & Literature) 

 3 years of Math, 4 preferred (at least through Algebra II) 

 3 years of Science, to include Chemistry or Physics 

 3 years of Social Studies 

 2 or more consecutive years of the same foreign language 

(U of W wants 3 years)  

 1 year of a true Fine, Visual or Performing Art  

 Senior year must include English, Social Studies and a 

Math or Math-based Science (ie Chemistry or Physics) 

 SBA scores for Placement, SAT and/or ACT scores  



2 Year College Prep 
High School graduation requirements met 

 SAT/ACT are not required for an AA degree 

 Foreign Language is not required for two year 

degree (can take a language there to qualify for 

transfer to a 4 year degree program) 

Math through Algebra II needed ! 

Must pass Smarter Balance tests to start at 100 

level courses: SBA Math score at Level 3 or  4  

SBA English score at Level 3 or 4  

 



Do not spend your retirement fund 

to put your kid through college… 



College Cost Comparison 

Community Colleges: Tuition / housing + books  

  All about $4000 per year / $7000 to $9000 + $1000 

4 year Universities:       Tuition/ housing + books 

 CWU   $5,800 per year / $9780 + $1002  

 EWU   $6,951 per year / $10,945 + $900 

 U of W $10,753 per year / $11,691 + $825 

 WSU  $10,984 per year / $11,356 + $960 

 U of O $33,442 per year / $12,210 + $1000 



 

  

 

 

Community College: can be a financially wise option 

 Tuition 1/2 or more of 4 year schools 

 7 have student housing 

 Entry level job certifications   

 http://www.sbctc.edu/  

 Allows a “break” to work in the field 

http://www.sbctc.edu/
http://www.sbctc.edu/
http://www.sbctc.edu/


What are colleges looking for and what 

should a student be doing to prepare? 
 

 Academic Record = GPA, Rigor, Consistency 

        Your GPA is your “first impression” on a College 

 Extra Curricular Involvement 

 Honors/Awards 

 Leadership/Community Service 

 Demonstrated passion/interest in particular area 

 Connection to the outside world 

 Testing- PSAT/ SAT and/or ACT 

 Call/visit/connect with Admissions Office 

 Help your child clean up their internet image!!!!!!! 

 

 

 



AP vs Running Start vs College in HS 

 Students who are looking at highly competitive 
schools are encouraged to take AP courses 

Running Start is best if goal is to get AA degree 

College in HS partner: Central Wash. University 

All require a mature, self motivated, self 
disciplined, but not overloaded student who can 
and will put in 1-2 hours minimum a night on each  
class! 



College Essay 

Essay Writing / College App. / Scholarship Info 

 Help throughout the year 

In the Career Center 



Student Athletes 

NCAA for Division I schools 

NAIA for Division II schools 

 Student athletes must meet NCAA/NAIA 

Eligibility requirements to be eligible to participate 

in college athletics his or her first year of college. 

All students who plan to participate in college 

sports MUST REGISTER with the clearinghouse 



Make sure the college investment 

will pay off! 



What can parents do to help? 
 Expose them to Jobs / Careers ( salaries, availability, 

lifestyle, training required) 

http://www.careerbridge.wa.gov/ 

 Encourage your child to take every high school class 

seriously, keep their Social Media accounts positive 

 Help your child to keep a file of all honors, awards, 

community service hours, volunteer work, etc. 

 Have a “Plan A, Plan B and Plan C”, don’t focus on only 

one college 

 Talk openly and honestly about finances with your child, 

what is affordable, how many years will you help? 

 

 



Scholarships 

are listed by “month due” on the 

Career and Counseling Center website  

 



 



 



 



Financial Planning help…  
FAFSA Workshops: WSU Vancouver …next two are 

Sat. Nov 19th 2:30 pm, Tues Dec 20th 6:00 pm 

Loan total less than first year salary after graduating! 

 



 

 

 

Counselors: 833-5750 

A to Co……….Sherry Keene at ext. 78416             

Cp to G…...….Bre-Ann Richardson at ext. 79998 

H to Kd + MST…...Leontina Liebe at ext. 78215      

Ker to Mn……..Donna Cooper at ext. 78359  

Mo to Ne +IAA….Elizabeth Rollman at ext. 78461  

Nf to Sh……….Sarah Warta at ext. 79995   

 Si to Z………...Jim McConnell at ext. 78429 

Career Specialist…. Amira Onuoha at ext. 74941  

 


